The report of the Howard Association contains, among other interesting matter, a protest against the practice of recommitting a prisoner who has just come out of prison for another offence than the one for which he has been punished. The irritation of sucha proceeding is indisputable; and it is enough to make a criminal who has formed some good resolutions during his imprisonment fall back into his evil courses again. If In the presence of so many little wars, and with the possibility of large one3 hanging constantly over our heads, it is a matter of no small importance to consider what is to happen to the enormous number of wounded who will assuredly bestrew the great battle-fields of the future.
The rapidity with which modern repeating rifles and machine guns can be fired, and their great length of range, will bring upon any contested spot a perfect hail of bullets, and unless battles are to be won purely by strategy the losses must be enormous. What, then, is to be done with the wounded ? Experiments made in the German army show very clearly that, unless we were prepared very largely to increase the number of stretcher-bearers, it would be quite impossible, even as a mere physical problem, to carry the wounded off the field. But it would also be impossible in consequence of the risks to which the bearers would be exposed, which would be far greater than those of ordinary combatants?so great, in fact, that according to many competent authorities the whole organisation would be absolutely annihilated. Archibald Forbes has given it as his opinion that the service, as now existing, would be found utterly impracticable in the new conditions, and that the first battle would bodily wipe out the bearer organisation carried on under fire. Bardeleben also shows that to increase the number of bearers is but to increase the number of wounded, and thus to require the devotion of a still larger number to the service of removal; and he also concludes that the whole system of removing the wounded on litters during the battle must be abandoned. If this is so, our efforts for the relief of the wounded will have to be concentrated chiefly on two points?first, in giving immediate succour where they lie ; and, secondly, on rapid removal as soon as firing ceases. So far as immediate succour on the field is concerned, it is clear that it not only will be more than ever necessary that the medical officers should accompany the troops into the fighting line, but that the troops themselves must be thoroughly well drilled in the application of first aid. For this purpose it is not enough that they should be trained as bearers. If the wounded are to receive that help on the field which is absolutely necessary in many cases, if they are to weather the period which must elapse before they can be removed to a place of safety, their brother soldiers must be definitely taught exactly what to do in the more common emergencies of the battle field. The rest must be dealt with by the medical officer on the spot.
